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Accentuation theory revisited: Tajfel’s legacy for the study of extremism
Joachim I. Krueger, Brown University

Henri Tajfel’s accentuation theory, which he summarized in a brilliant essay in 1969, was a momentous
contribution to the study of social perception. The theory was grounded in principles of sense perception
and categorization; Tajfel understood and laid out the implications for social perception. Within a decade,
accentuation theory was superseded by social-identity theory and, in time, by that theory’s many
offshoots. Some key insights of accentuation theory were appropriated, while others were transmuted or
dropped altogether. In this chapter, I trace the history of these developments, along with my own efforts
(and the efforts or colleagues) to revise accentuation theory, expand it, and to restore it to prominence.
This review will comprise a survey of key findings as well as — in all likelihood — some illustrative
quantitative derivations and simulations. I will demonstrate and discuss the implications of accentuation
theory for the psychology of extremism.
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